Introduction to Melchizedek Priesthood, written by John S. Colton, April 2002





1.	Introduction


	A.	Definition of priesthood: “When we [act] in the name of the Lord, as holders of the priesthood, we are doing it in the name and in behalf of our Heavenly Father. Priesthood is the power by which our Heavenly Father works through men.” (Harold B. Lee, 1973)


	B.	History


		(1)	Restoration of Aaronic priesthood (A.P.) by John the Baptist (JSH 1:68-73, and footnote).


		(2)	Restoration of Melchizedek priesthood (M.P.) by Peter, James, and John (D&C 27:12-13), but not as much is known as in the case of A.P.


	C.	Line of authority—every M.P. holder in the church can trace back his authority to Peter, James, and John, through Joseph & Oliver. Be sure to get a copy of your line of authority for your personal and family records, from the individual who ordained you.


	D.	Name of M.P.—it’s really the priesthood of Jesus Christ (D&C 107:1-5, esp. v. 3)





2.	Blessings 


	A.	Inherit celestial glory, and come forth in resurrection of the just (D&C 76:50-60, esp. v. 57)


		(1)	Necessity—receiving the M.P. is the only way these blessings can be obtained. Men must become priesthood holders. That’s part of what it means to become a “holy nation”, with a “royal priesthood” (read 1 Pet 2:9).


		(2)	Note that ordination to M.P. for deceased males is one of the handful of ordinances performed in the temple.


	B.	A fraternal organization—other men become even more than “brothers in the church”, but “brothers in the priesthood”.


	C.	Part of full fellowship in Kingdom of God on earth, i.e., the LDS church. Note that the term “royal” refers to kings or nobility. A royal priesthood leads the Kingdom of God.


		(1)	Read the Bible Dictionary, Kingdom of Heaven/Kingdom of God entry.


		(2)	D&C 65:1-6, esp. v. 2, with additional reference to Daniel interpreting dream (Daniel 2:34-35, 44).


		(3)	The church was established in preparation for the Christ’s second coming. To accept the priesthood in the church is to accept a responsibility in the kingdom of God. It is not a thing to be done lightly.





3.	Responsibilities


	A.	Service—“Service is the one thing required of every soul. He who will not serve his fellows is not fit to have place among them. Serving others is its own reward. When we receive the Priesthood we do so with the understanding that it will be used for the benefit of others. This is an obligation we take upon us. In fact Priesthood blesses us in two ways: First, it is the means through which exaltation comes to those who hold it; second, it is to be used in behalf of others that they also may be blessed. No man is independent. Put a man off by himself where he could communicate with none of his fellow beings or receive aid from them, and he would perish miserably. It is a mistake for us to draw within ourselves as does a snail into its shell. No man has been given the Priesthood as an ornament only. He is expected to use it in behalf of the salvation of others.” (Joseph Fielding Smith Jr., The Way to Perfection)


	B.	Hometeaching/Watch over the church—“The scriptural foundation of home teaching is the commandment for priesthood holders to ‘watch over the church always, and be with and strengthen them’ (D&C 20:53; see also D&C 20:54-55; Moroni 6:4). Through home teaching, priesthood holders join with the Lord in watching over and strengthening Church members. Home teaching is a priesthood responsibility of teachers, priests, and Melchizedek priesthood holders. Accordingly, home teachers are assigned by priesthood leaders. They are not called, sustained, or set apart.” (Church Handbook of Instructions, Book 2)


	C.	Perform sacred ordinances


		(1)	Discuss in particular blessings of health & blessings of comfort, since those may be most unfamiliar (and intimidating) to new M.P. holders.


		(2)	Refer individual to Family Guidebook where all ordinances are described.


		(3)	Discuss priesthood “keys”—in many cases, you can perform ordinances on your own initiative; in other cases you have to get approval from the person holding the “keys” (like Bishop, for sacrament).


	D.	Other church service—accepting callings. A.P. helps the church function, whereas the M.P. leads the church. You have as much priesthood as the President of the church.


	E.	Family responsibilities


		(1)	Family is a top priority: “No other success can compensate for failure in the home.” (Pres. David O. McKay)


		(2)	Keep in mind that everyone is busy with family responsibilities—don’t overdo things, but also don’t let it be an excuse not to help out (Mosiah 4:27: “be diligent”).


		(3)	Prepare for the temple endowment (and sealing if applicable).


	F.	Individual responsibilities


		(1)	Commandment to be perfect: Matt 5:48. Maybe we can’t be perfect in all things, although we should strive for it. We can be perfect in some things.


		(2)	There is the same “minimum worthiness standard” for baptism, priesthood advancement, and temple recommend.


		(3)	Basic “Things to do”: maintain testimony of Christ, read scriptures, pray, attend church services, keep word of wisdom (by abstaining from alcohol, tobacco, coffee, tea, and illegal drugs), keep law of chastity (by having no sexual relations outside of marriage), keep the law of tithing (by donating 10% of your income to the church), fast, and donate fast offerings.


		(4)	These items are not just for blessings (eg., health benefits in the case of the WoW), but also to set us apart as a people, partially fulfilling the above-quoted 1 Peter 2:9 term, “a peculiar people”.


		(5)	Strive to follow all of the teachings of Christ (love one another, honesty, etc.)


	G.	Attend priesthood meetings (ward, stake, and general).





4.	Conclusion


	A.	Oath & Covenant of Priesthood—D&C  84:33-42


		(1)	reiterate our promise to magnify our calling (v. 33 & item 3D above)


		(2)	reiterate the Lord’s promise of “all that my Father hath” (v. 38 & item 2A above)


		(3)	reiterate seriousness of it (v. 41 & item 2C(3) above)


		(4)	reiterate necessity of accepting the priesthood (v. 42 & item 2A(1) above)


		(5)	reiterate the need for individual worthiness (v. 43 & item 3F above)


	B.	How to use the priesthood—D&C 121:34-46


		(1)	What does it mean to exercise dominion in unrighteousness? (v. 37,39) 


		(2)	What does it mean to exercise influence by unfeigned love? (v. 41)


		(3)	You now have authority. Power comes from faith and personal worthiness. (v. 45) 


